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recurrent – appearing repeatedly 

highlight – most interesting or 

memorable part

on the line – at risk 

reward – satisfying return or result

ingredient – element, part  

Crossroads 9A
Left: John Bader in one of his roles.

John says that a typical Hollywood 
actor spends most of the time looking 
for work, going from one audition to 
another. 

Welcome to Bollywood
How many of the films you have seen lately are Hollywood productions? 

Most of them, probably. The majority of the films shown at Norwegian 

cinemas are American and nearly all of them are made in Hollywood. 

However, the world’s number one nation for producing films is India, not 

America. Bollywood in Mumbai is India’s equivalent of Hollywood and 

approximately 1,000 films are made there every year. The name Bollywood 

is derived from Hollywood and the old name for Mumbai – Bombay.

	 Songs and dancing are the distinctive feature of Bollywood films. Nearly 

all of the films made in the world’s film capital contain at least a couple of 

dance scenes and often a dozen or more. A typical Bollywood film is three 

to four hours long and the actors normally speak Hindi.

C	 The Actor
My name is John Bader and I’m an actor. I have lived in Los Angeles for five 

and a half years. I always wanted to be an actor, ever since I was four years 

old. At the age of seven I saw Mary Poppins for the first time and that 

cemented the deal.

	 I am probably best known for a recurrent role I did on a television series 

here in Los Angeles called The Practice. It was the highlight of my career so 

far. They put together an environment on that set where actors were treated 

with such respect that you really could do your best work. That’s not always 

the case. A lot of times with film production, things are so rushed, there is so 

much on the line and people are so nervous, and that doesn’t necessarily 

create a creative atmosphere.

Few Jobs
One of the things about the acting profession is that it is very difficult to get 

work. As an actor, you have to know what you’re doing. You have to train, 

you have to study and you have to take it seriously. But you also have to know 

how to find work. For most people in the acting profession, actually doing 

the acting is the reward you get for looking for the work, which is what you 

do most of the time, depending on the level of your success. If you are a big 

star, the work comes to you, but if you’re not a famous name, you have to go 

find the work. 

	 So I think if you want to be an actor, the most important ingredient is that 

you really have to have a passion for it. It has to be the kind of thing you want 

to do no matter what. When I was growing up people would say things like: 

“Do something else, it’s too rough.” When you hear that, many people will say: 

“It’s not going to be that way for me.” But statistically it is very rough. Many 

people want to be an actor and there are so few jobs. I can’t think of another 




